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brazier, a coffee-pot and frying-pan, coffee and meat and a
fresh black bass, and cast off his painter. The tide had turned
and the fierce ebb, running in the teeth of a fiercer wind,
kicked up a stiff sea. Suisun Bay was white with wrath and
sea-lump. Jack drove his salmon boat into it and through
it. Cresting seas filled her with a foot of water, but he
laughed as he sloshed about and sang "Treat My Daughter
Kind-i-ly," "Come All You Rambling Gambling Men,"
celebrating his admission to a world where men worked
and conquered with their brains.

After a week of sailing he returned refreshed to enter the
University. James Hopper describes him at this time as a
strange combination of Scandinavian sailor and Greek god,
made altogether boyish by the lack of two front teeth, lost
cheerfully somewhere in a fight. Hopper writes that the
word "sunshine" leapt to his mind the first time he saw
Jack on the campus. He had a curly mop of hair which
seemed " spun of the sun's gold"; his strong neck in a loose,
low, soft shirt was bronzed with it; his eyes were like a
sunlit sea. His clothes were flappy and careless, the fore-
castle had left the suspicion of a roll in his broad shoulders.
He was full of irrepressible enthusiasms and gigantic plans.
He was going to take all the courses in English, nothing
less, and most of the courses in the natural sciences, history,
and philosophy. Hopper concludes by saying that Jack's
personality shed as much warmth as the sun itself, that he
was intrepid, young and touching, pure and vibrant.

One of the girls from Oakland High who had been
repulsed by his appearance and conduct the year before, met
Jack on the campus, and to her surprise found him neat and
clean, happy, well fitted into his surroundings, without the
slouch or gloom or sense of embarrassment that had so
strangled him among the youngsters of the high school.
He spent many hours on the campus with Mabel Applegarth.
Here also were his associates from the Henry Clay Society.
He already possessed a reputation among the students as
one who had done wild and romantic things; he had many
friends and was respected and well liked.